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Introduction from the Director of DOPPS, BirdLife Slovenia

With more than one third of its territory designated under the Natura 2000 network
Slovenia is rightly called a “dreen piece of Europe”. Being aware that site designation
is only a first step to protecting its “nature jewels” and achieving the EU’s 2010 target
to halt biodiversity decline, Slovenia has also undertaken some important initiatives
ensuring proper management and financing of these sites. DOPPS, the BirdLife Partner in
Slovenia, is looking forward to the Presidency to be used as an opportunity to share this
experience with other countries and show some successes on the ground during the visits
of Members State and EU representatives to Slovenia. By implementing Natura 2000 and
the EU Nature Directives Slovenia also helps its unique and diverse habitats to adapt to
climate change.

During the Presidency, Slovenia will be tasked to take the lead in negotiations on very
important issues with significant implications on biodiversity and the environment
in general, most notably the CAP Health Check, the Renewable Energy Directive, and
first discussions on the Budget Review. In May the 9th Conference of the Parties to the
Convention on Biological Diversity will take place in Europe and Slovenia acting on behalf
of the whole EU will have a great responsibility to make this important UN conference a
success.

Top priorities for BirdLife: Sustainable rural development and forest
management

Over the last years Slovenia has demonstrated increasingly well how EU Rural Development
funds can be used to protect biodiversity, to support traditional High Nature Value (HNV)
farming systems and combine environmental improvement with economic diversification
and high quality farming.

Slovenia should use the opportunity of opening the CAP Health Check debate to initiate
transparent and fair discussions on the long term objectives the EU wants to define for
farming and rural development.

Sustainable forest management has more than 100 years of tradition in Slovenia. With
over 50% of the national territory under forest cover and a great share of it being designa-
ted under Natura 2000 the Slovenian Presidency should be used as a unique opportunity
for presenting the sustainable forest management principle in all Member States and thus
encouraging its implementation.

Andrej Medved,
Director of DOPPS - BirdLife Slovenia
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Halting Biodiversity Loss by 2010 - The final countdown

e Birds and Habitats Directives form the backbone
of Europe’s efforts to protect biodiversity. Their full imple-
mentation is crucial to reach the EU’s 2010 target of halting
biodiversity loss. One of the key deliverables of the Directives
is the Natura 2000 network of protected areas. In the EU
Biodiversity Action Plan the date of completion of the terrestrial
Natura 2000 network is given as 2006, however, this deadline
has slipped again. In 2007 the European Commission has ini-
tiated legal action against several Member states, for insufficient
designation of Special Protection Areas (SPAs) for birds. The list
of countries that received warning letters on this matter from
Brussels includes almost all new Member States that joined the
EU in 2004 and 2007. All this means that a large number of
Europe’s sites of outstanding natural value are still left unprotec-
ted and vulnerable to uncontrolled development.

For those sites that have already been designated, financial
support is badly needed to maintain or restore them to favou-
rable conservation status. EU funds, like Rural Development or

The Slovenian Presidency should:

Structural Funds, do provide opportunities for the management
and upkeep of protected areas. There are only a few countries,
however, who set aside reasonable sums of money to this end and
Slovenia can be congratulated on being one of them. The first half
of 2008 is the time when these funds should start to be used to
manage Natura 2000 sites for conservation and people.

We urgently need information on how the populations of species
and their habitats are doing within and outside these protected
areas. In 2008, the conservation status of habitats and species
(listed in the Habitats Directive) will be evaluated at biogeo-
graphical level. This will show for the first time whether their status
has got better or worse since the Directive came into force in 1992.
The regular reports under the Birds Directive, the next one being
due in 2008, could be a start for a similar process for bird species

across the EU.

Bald Ibis - Jurij Mikuletic

- Urge other Member States to follow Slovenia’s good record in SPA designation, and at the same time finalise its own network of

Natura 2000 sites.

- Make the most of the EU funds for the protection, management and communication of Natura 2000 sites and transfer its innovative ideas
and expertise to other Member States, in the context of a Presidency event.

« Use the Nature Directors meeting to discuss the practicalities of setting up national monitoring systems to regularly assess the status of
species, habitats and Natura 2000 sites and how to involve all stakeholders in this process.

Climate change adaptation

An important aspect of climate change policy that has received
insufficient attention until now has been how the EU is to
adapt to the effects of climate change that are already unavoi-
dable and which will hit Europe and the world in the coming
decades. The European Commission’s June 2007 Green Paper
on adaptation made a good start in outlining the challenges and
possible responses.

As the climate changes, ecosystems are changing, too, with impli-
cations on their ability to provide environmental services such as
biodiversity, flood control, clean air, water and food. Humans will
depend on these services even more in times of extreme weather
events caused by climate change. Therefore it is absolutely crucial
to increase the resilience and support biodiversity of ecosystems
— by addressing already existing pressures and through additional

The Slovenian Presidency should:

efforts helping them to adapt to climate change (e.g. by increasing
the integrity, coherence and connectivity of Natura 2000 sites
and the biodiversity friendliness of the wider landscape)

While the Commission Green Paper recognises to some degree
the threats to biodiversity from climate change and the need
to strengthen ecosystems, it fails to clearly promote guiding
principles for adaptation policy (such as “ecosystem proofing”
of all measures) and could have done more to propose specific
actions in different EU sectoral policies, especially the Common
Agricultural Policy. BirdLife looks forward to these issues being
addressed in the forthcoming White Paper.

- Raise the issue of adaptation to climate change on the EU agenda.

«In the discussions on the Green Paper, promote the principle of ecosystem resilience as a key objective and benchmark

for all adaptation measures.

- Ensure biodiversity protection and swift and full implementation of the Birds and Habitats Directives is included as key
first-action measure for climate change adaptation in the forthcoming White Paper.

- Urge the Commission to come forward with concrete, ecosystem supporting, sectoral actions to respond to climate adaptation, particularly

in the area of agriculture and landuse.




The CAP Health Check -

moving towards sustainable rural development?

In parallel to the wider EU budget review (see separate article
in this issue), Commissioner Fischer Boel has launched a
review of the Common Agriculture Policy, dubbed the “CAP
Health Check”. The Commission outlined the issues covered by
the Health Check in November 2007. The Slovenian Presidency
takes over in the key period covering the end of the public consul-
tation, the publication of the Commission’s legislative proposals
(May 2008) and the first stages of political debate within the
Council. A final decision is expected under the French Presidency
at the end of 2008.

From the Health Check a new vision for the CAP after 2013, and
concrete stepping stones for the transition period, must emerde.
Only that way can the EU meet the huge challenges facing the
rural environment in coming years, such as the crisis of degrada-
tion of ecosystems and biodiversity, and the need to mitigate and
adapt to climate change.

BirdLife International is arguing for a new CAP that would pay
farmers and land managers to deliver specific public goods such

The Slovenian Presidency should:

as biodiversity conservation and improved ecosystem services.
That way, the new CAP should also provide adequate funding for
the management of Natura 2000 sites and support High Nature
Value farming systems that are threatened by economic margina-
lisation and abandonment.

Enacting a deep and far reaching reform of the CAP will also
provide farmers with a stable investment horizon and will re-legi-
timize EU spending of public money on farming and rural areas.

Slovenia has a very good track record in using Rural Development
funds to protect biodiversity, support traditional High Nature
Value (HNV) farming systems and combine environmental impro-
vement with economic diversification and high quality farming.
It is thus in a good position to show leadership and promote a
deep and transparent debate about the CAP’s objectives and the
best tools to deliver on them

- Promote an open and transparent debate about the long term role and objectives of the CAP in the context of sustainable
development: for example through a wide stakeholder conference or in the informal Council of Agriculture Ministers.

- Champion the need to retarget agriculture support at High Nature Value (HNV) farming systems, Natura 2000 sites and the delivery

by farmers of environmental goods and services.

- Champion the need for an effective implementation of cross compliance across the EU.

- Ardue for the need to shift more money from Pillar I to Pillar IT within the current programming period, as a step towards a future CAP that
is clearly objective driven, and at the same time transparent and accountable.

- Ensure that the loss of Set Aside is compensated by the introduction of an equivalent but better targeted environmental tool.

Skylark - Jurij Mikuletic
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Showing the way to genuine sustainable forest management

Not surprisingly, Slovenia has chosen forests to be one of the
important topics of the Presidency. With 58% of its territory
covered by forests and 100 years of forestry tradition Slovenia
is perfectly placed to lead other EU Member States in this field.
Equally, Slovenia is one of the countries in Europe committed
to sustainable forest management and which is lardely putting
this into practice. Healthy and diverse forest ecosystems are
especially important in the light of climate change adaptation.

Sustainable forest management has been discussed at various
fora for many years now and it also strings through the whole
Expanded Programme of Work on Forest Biological Diversity of
the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), which is the fra-
mework for achieving the CBD objectives for forests. In 1993 in
Helsinki, the Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests
in Europe (MCPFE) elaborated resolutions giving guidelines
on sustainable forest management and conservation of forest
biological diversity. A number of criteria and indicators were
set to evaluate sustainable forest management implementation.
But despite all existing documents, genuine implementation has
not been observed to-date. Although forest cover in Europe is
increasing, its environmental quality is declining.

The Slovenian Presidency should:

In order to maintain viable populations of many forest species,
sustainable forest management is crucial, both inside and outside
of protected areas.

Another urgent priority in forest conservation is the need to
develop a set of understandable quantitative indicators that can
serve to measure the impact of certain forest conservation and
management measures. BirdLife has a lot of experience with
using birds as biodiversity indicators, reflecting the quality of
certain habitats and ecosystems. For example a farmland bird
indicator developed by BirdLife is now used as an official
measure of the ecological impact of the EU Rural Development
regulation.

Naturally, the next step is now to provide a high-quality bird-
based indicator for forests.

- Present an ambitious vision for the implementation of “sustainable forest management” principles in all EU Member States at the CBD

COP-9 side event on forests.

- Propose “sustainable forest management” as a principal topic during the EU Forest Directors meeting in Slovenia, focusing

on how the principles can become a reality on the ground.

- Promote and take forward the work on creating a scientifically credible set of indicators for forests, involving relevant

stakeholders.

- Work with the Commission and other governments to ensure that Member States carry out national development policies in compliance
with environmentally sound forest exploitation, sustaining the biological diversity in all types of forests.

Ural Owl - Jurij Mikuletic




The future of renewable energy in Europe

In January, the Commission is expected to table a draft Directive
on renewable energy. BirdLife warmly welcomes this urgently
needed initiative and the commitment to meet 20% of the EU’s
enerdy consumption using renewable sources. Next to reduction
of energy consumption and increase of efficiency, the strategic
development of renewable energies is of crucial importance.

To be successful, this Directive must, inter alia, allow for ener-
dy deneration to work alongside Europe’s other world-leading
environmental standards, such as the EU nature legislation. The
EU must adopt the paradigm that renewable energy sources must
be truly sustainable — and make a significant difference to reduce
Greenhouse Gases (GHG).

In that context BirdLife is deeply concerned about the European
Commission’s proposal to replace 10% of transport fuels with
biofuels. With the current lack of safeguards, instead of hel-
ping reduce climate change, this may make matters worse.
Greenhouse Gas emissions savings from biofuels are often small
while growing biofuels can contribute to tropical deforestation,
food supply issues and biodiversity declines from agricultural
intensification. A moratorium on any new biofuel tardet should
be imposed until it can be shown that they can be grown sustai-
nably.

The Slovenian Presidency should:

In addition, the sustainability of proposed national “Renewable
Action Plans”™ must be ensured. Strategic Environmental
Assessment should be used to ensure that developments meet
EU environmental standards, including biodiversity protection,
sustainable forest management, and water conservation. Strategic
planning of renewable energies is also important to ensure
planning security for investors and for reducing conflicts with
stakeholders at the project level.

BirdLife strongly endorse the Greenhouse Gases emission reduc-
tion mechanism contained in article 7a of the proposed new
Fuel Quality Directive. The Slovenian Presidency will oversee
the most important phases in the legislative process of this key
Directive. We expect oil companies to be required to shoulder
their share of the burden in reducing the life cycle emissions of
transport fuels. We strongly recommend in this context the adop-
tion of strong sustainability criteria for any biofuels that would
be used to meet the Directive’s requirements and expect overall
targets to be set taking into full consideration the actual potential
for sustainable production.

Great Cormorants- Jurij Mikuletic

« Welcome the renewable energy target of 20% and champion the need for this development to take place in a sustainable and strategic way
without causing wider environmental harm, such as damage to sensitive wildlife sites.

- Back calls for a moratorium on new biofuel tardets until sustainability can be proved.
- Promote the obligatory use of Strategic Environmental Assessment for national Renewable Action Plans in Council of Ministers

negotiations.

- Support the adoption, within the Fuel Quality Directive, of the life cycle based GHG emission reduction mechanism while introducing
meaningful sustainability standards and setting targets at an appropriate level that would not lead to reliance on unsustainable biofuels.

‘_u-ob:' >

White Stork - Jurij Mikuletic
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Taking responsibility for global biodiversity: COP9 of the CBD

n spring 2008, during the Slovenian Presidency, the 9th

Meeting of the Conference of Parties (COP9) to the Convention
on Biological Diversity (CBD) will take place in Bonn, Germany.
Slovenia will represent the European Union at this conference.

During COP7 in 2004 the Parties had committed to establishing
a network of protected sites, both- terrestrial (by 2010) and
marine (by 2012). One of the most important topics of COP9
will therefore be the implementation of this global network of
protected areas, covering also regional responsibilities for species
and habitats conservation. For the EU the Natura 2000 network
clearly is the most important contribution to reach this aim, and
amodel for the other CBD parties around the world. Therefore, it
will be essential for the success of the conference to promote the
implementation of Natura 2000 and to demonstrate the clear
commitment of the EU Member States to this concept.

The Slovenian Presidency’ shoulds;

COP9 will also discuss the impact of biofuels on global biodiversi-
ty, and the need for a certification system to ensure the ecological
sustainability of their production, transport and consumption.
The Slovenian Presidency has an important role to play showing
credible and ambitious leadership on behalf of the EU to make
progress on this important issue.

Other important questions are the identification of suitable tools
for financing protected areas, e.g. by trust funds or taxes on tou-
rism, the improvement of Access and Benefit Sharing, a major
review of implementation of the Convention, invasive alien spe-
cies, and the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation.

Shag - Jens Christensen

- Present Natura 2000 as the leading model in the world to create a coherent network of protected sites with clear criteria for shared

responsibilities of regions and states.

- Push for a robust certification system to ensure sustainability of production, transport and consumption of biofuels in the EU as well

as worldwide.

- Set a high level of ambition for the EU’s contribution to worldwide standards for the conservation of, in particular, marine and forest

habitats, and for the provision of necessary funding.

- Take leadership on improving the mandate for Access and Benefit Sharing and ensure that the negotiations for a new regime are concluded

by 2010.

Slovenia — small coastline but big role for Europe’s marine environment

As the Slovenian Presidency takes the EU helm it has the
responsibility of steering all coastal EU Member States
towards fulfilling the deadline to designate their marine Natura
2000 sites, including Special Protection Areas (SPAs) under the
Birds Directive by 2008. This deadline was included in the EU
Biodiversity Action Plan which was endorsed by Environment
Ministers at the December 2006 Council.

The Slovenian Presidency should:

BirdLife Partners all over Europe are active in identifying mari-
ne Important Bird Areas (IBAs) which form the widely accepted
basis for SPAs. These sites need to be designated and protected
without delay, while existing knowledge gaps need to be filled
as soon as possible. As inventories on marine biodiversity are
costly, they should be one of the key priorities for the EU’s
financial instrument LIFE+ and for specific Member State fun-
ding — with a particular regard for trans-boundary projects.

Shag - Jurij Mikuletic¢

- Encourage all coastal EU Member States to work towards achieving the 2008 deadline for designating marine Natura 2000 sites.

- Call on Member States and the European Commission to invest in improving and enlarging the scientific information needed to underpin
the identification and management of marine Natura 2000 sites. In particular, Member States should support applications for project
funding from LIFE+, but also earmark own long-term funding to ensure the financing for marine protected areas.




No taboos - reforming the budget, making Europe more sustainable

While the institutional reform of the EU is" being. fina-
lised with the new Treaty, the next big strategic debate
has already begun: the review of the EU’s budget, which" the
Commission started by launching a wide consultation, running
from September 2007 to April 2008.

Directly afterwards, under the Slovenian Presidency, a political
conference is planned that will inform the Commission’s concrete
proposal for this reform, which is expected to be presented under
the French Presidency in the second half of 2008.

Instead of looking at the concrete size of individual budget lines,
this review aims to redefine long-term priorities for EU spendings

Public Money for-Public.Goods

BirdLife International wants to ensure this opportunity to make
the EU more sustainable is not missed. In particular biodiversity
decline and climate change need to be addressed in the future
budget, as these, two are the most pressing challenges for the
environment and a big threat to human well-being and socio-eco-
nomic development.

The key principle behind any decision on the future budget
should be that public money is only spent on public goods. In an

The Slovenian Presidency should:

and revenues, recognising the fundamental new challenges the
EU faces in the 21st century, from climate change to global
poverty, from demographic change to economic globalisation.
The Commission invites to a debate “without pre-conditions
and taboos™. This means the budget review represents a unique
opportunity to influence the future directions of the EU, with
much wider implications than just the financial dimension.

More concretely, discussions will include questions like “do we
still need to spend public EU money on agriculture”, “should we
have a special fund for climate change and biodiversity”, “how
can the EU generate its own income” or “what is the best balance
between EU and national spending”.

environmental context this means that the activities funded by
the EU must not cause harm to ecosystems, and on the contrary,
aim to contribute to a healthy environment. This can be realised
for example by paying farmers for biodiversity friendly land-use,
by supporting energy efficiency programmes or through directly
financing the development of management plans for the Natura
2000 network of protected areas. At the same time the EU has a
great responsibility to enhance environmental protection outside

its borders and to contribute to biodiversity protection globally.

Montagu’s Harrier - Jens Christensen

- At the political conference in spring (and elsewhere) strongly promote the principle of “public money for public goods” and the need to
make biodiversity decline and climate change key areas of future EU spending.

- Put the budget review on the agenda of other relevant EU conferences (e.g. informal Council meetings) and in that context promote the idea
of using this review to make the EU the most energy and resource efficient economy in the world.

- Link the 2008 Health Check of the Common Agriculture Policy to the long term review of the budget, and that way make a first step

towards a truly sustainable land management policy for the EU.

Hen Harrier - Jurij Mikuleti¢
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BirdLife International Partnership

The BirdLife International Partnership strives to conserve
birds, their habitats, and global biodiversity working with
people towards sustainability in the use of natural resources.
This memorandum to the Slovenian Presidency was produced
by the European Division of BirdLife International and DOPPS,
the Partner of BirdLife International in Slovenia. For further

information please contact:

BirdLife International

European Division

Avenue de la Toison d'or 67,

BE- 1060, Brussels, Belgium

Tel +32 2280 08 30 - Fax +32 2230 38 02

DOPPS - BirdLife Slovenia, Drustvo
za opazovanje in proucevanje ptic
Slovenije

p-p. 2990, Trzaska 2, 1001 Ljubljana, Slovenia
Tel.: +386 1 426 58 75, Fax.: +386 1 425 11 81

Austria

BirdLife Osterreich - Gesellschaft fiir
Vogelkunde,BirdLife Austria
Museumsplatz 1/10/8, A-1070 Wien, Austria
Tel +43 1523 46 51 - Fax +43 1 524 70 40

Belgium

BirdLife Belgium vzw

Kardinaal Mercierplein 1,

BE-2800 Mechelen, Belgium

Tel +32 15 297249 - Fax +32 15 424921

Bulgaria

Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds
(BSPB)

P.0.Box 50, BG-1111 Sofia, Bulgaria

Tel +359 2 971 5855 - Fax +359 2 971 5856

Cyprus

Cyprus Ornithological Society (COS)
PO Box 28076,

CY Nicosia 2090, Cyprus

Tel +357 2632155 - Fax +357 2383310

Czech Republic

Czech Society for Ornithology (CSO)
Hornomfcholupska 34,

CZ-102 00 Praha 10, Czech Republic

Tel +420 2 748 66 700 - Fax +420 2 748 66 700

Denmark

Dansk Ornitologisk Forening (DOF - BirdLife DK)
Vesterbrogade 140,

DK-1620 Copenhagen V, Denmark

Tel +45 3331 4404 - Fax +45 3331 2435

Estonia

Estonian Ornithological Society (EOS)
PO Box 227, 50002 Tartu, Estonia.
Visiting: Veski Str. 4

Tel +372 7 422 195 - Fax +372 7 422 180

Finland

BirdLife Suomi - Finland

Annankatu 29 A, P.O. Box 1285, FI-00101 Helsinki,
Finland

Tel +358 9 4135 3300 - Fax +358 9 4135 3322

France

Ligue pour la protection des oiseaux (LPO)
La Corderie Royale, B.P. 90263, FR-17305
ROCHEFORT CEDEX, France

Tel +33 546 8212 34

Fax +33 546 83 95 86, +33 546 82 12 50

Germany

Naturschutzbund Deutschland (NABU)
Nature and Biodiversity Conservation Union
Charitéstr 3, 10108, Berlin, Germany

Tel +49 228 40 36-0 - Fax +49 228 40 36-200

Greece

Hellenic Ornithological Society (HOS)

Vas. Hrakleiou 24, GR-10682 Athens, Greece
Tel/Fax +30 210 8227 937, +30 210 8228 704

Hungary
Hungarian Ornithological and Nature

Conservation Society MME/BirdLife Hungary

Kolté u. 21, Pf. 391, HU-1536 Budapest, Hungary
Tel +36 1 27562 47 - Fax +36 1 275 62 67

Ireland

BirdWatch Ireland
Rockingham House,

Newecastle, Co, Wicklow, Ireland

Tel +353 1 281 9878 - Fax +353 1 281 9763

Italy

LIPU (Lega Italiana Protezione Uccelli)

Via Trento 49, IT-43100 Parma, Italy

Tel +39 0521 27 30 43 - Fax +39 0521 27 3419

Latvia

Latvian Ornithological Society LOB
A.K. 1010, LV- 1050 Riga, Latvia

Tel +371 72 21 580 - Fax +371 76 03 100

Lithuania

Lithuanian Ornithological Society LOD
Naugarduko St. 47-3, LT-2006 Vilnius, Lithuania
Tel +370 5213 04 98 - Fax +370 5 213 04 98

Luxembourg

Létzebuerder Natur- a Vulleschutzliga LNVL
Krdizhaff, Rue de Luxembourg,

LU-1899 Kockelscheuer, Luxembourg

Tel +352 29 04 04-1 - Fax +352 29 05 04

Malta

BirdLife Malta

57 Marina Court, Flat 28, Abate Rigord Street,
MT-Ta" Xbiex, MSD 12, Malta

Tel +356 21 34 76 46 - Fax +356 21 34 32 39

The Netherlands

Vogelbescherming Nederland Netherlands Society
for the Protection of Birds

PO Box 925, NL-3700 AX Zeist, Netherlands
Tel+31 30 69 37700 - Fax +31 30 69 18844

Poland

Polish Society for the protection of Birds OTOP
ul. Odrowaza 24, 05-270 Marki, Poland

Tel +48-22 76 761 82 05 - Fax +48-22 76 761 82 05

Portugal

Sociedade portuguesa para o estudo das aves
(SPEA)

Avenida da Liberdade 105-2°Esq,

1250-140 Lishoa, Portugal

Tel +351-21 213 220430 - Fax +351-21 213 220439

Romania

Romanian Ornithological Society (ROS) /
BirdLife

Str. Gheorghe Dima 49/2

RO-400336 Cluj Napoca, Romania

Tel / Fax +40 264 438 086

Slovakia

Slovak Ornithological Society (SOS)/BirdLife
Slovakia

Mlynské Nivy 41, SK-821 09 Bratislava 2, Slovakia
Tel +421 2 5542 2185 - Fax +421 2 5542 2186

Spain

Sociedad Espafiola de Ornitologia (SEO/BirdLife)
Spanish Ornithological Society

Melquiades Biencinto 34, ES-28053 Madrid, Spain
Tel +34 91 4340910 - Fax +34 91 4340911

Sweden

Sveriges ornitolgiska forening (SOF) Swedish
Ornithological Society

Ekhagsvagen 3, SE-104 05 Stockholm, Sweden
Tel +46 8 612 25 30 - Fax +46 8 612 25 36

United Kingdom

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB)
The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DL, UK

Tel +44 1 767 68 05 51 - Fax +44 1 767 69 23 65
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